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THE GUILT OF INEFFICIENCY AND DELAY. 
Jeremian, iv. 14.—How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee? 


Tus expostulation was addressed originally to Jerusalem, when threat- 
ened with invasion. ‘The inhabitants knowing that judgments were from 


if they would be secure, to correct the source of the evil—to wash, or 
purify their hearts. This they were slow to do. The duty was plain and 
imperative, and connected with their highest interests. Hence the solemn 
expostulation of the text ; “ How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within 
thee ?-—That is, How long wilt thou continue to clierish sin, after thou 
art convinced of its ruinous consequences ?_ How long wilt thou neglect 
an imperious duty which is connected with salvation ? 

By vain thoughts we understand feeble resolutions, ineffectual purposes, 
good intentions never performed. ‘This disposition to suffer the present 
opportunity to pass unimproved, with the secret purpose of renewing the 
effort in future, this dilatory, inefficient spirit, is the sin of our Common na- 
ture, and the fatal destroyer of much good. It is our purpose to expose 
the prevalence and the evil of this spirit of procrastination. 

This disposition is discovered as early as the appearance of intellectual 
and moral powers. You perceive it in children. They are always 
planning something for the morrow; little is accomplished because they 
are promising to do more—because a delusive splendor invests the future. 

Youth is literally the season of promise ; the imagination is filled with 
images, the mind with schemes, the heart with good intentions ; the picture 
glows with all that is bright and excellent ; but these brilliant purposes, 
these enchanting creations exist only in thought: the fair morning passes 
away and nothing is done. ‘Thus, for the most part, insensibly glide the 
first stages of human life. And when the young man might be expected 
to be disciplining his mind to severe habits of study, some dream of ambi- 
tion, some airy hope, some fascinating purpose often dissipates the thoughts 
and breaks up intense application. Sometimes, indeed, waking from his 
day-dream, and remembering that sound knowledge is not acquired but by 
the most patient and persevering industry, the student returns to his task 
with determined purpose—only to learn the feebleness of his resolution and 
the instability of his nature. Generally, when he has completed his prepa-— 
ratory course, his attainments are so limited that he reproaches himself for 
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indolence and vain thoughts; and, alarmed for the future, he keenly 
feels that if eminence and usefulness are to be reached, the wasted morning 
of life must be redeemed by increased efforts. 

The apprentice and the clerk are subject to the same delusion. They 
are professedly preparing for the duties of after life: and it is quite natural 
to relieve the tediousness of present toil and confinement by flattering 
Brospects of the future. 

If we go out through all the walks of life, we shall find the same spirit 
of delay lurking in every path, stealing upon every class of men, relaxing 
the sinews of exertion, and narrowing the field of usefulness. ‘The man 
of business accomplishes but little to what might be effected if his energies 
were steadily concentrated to some important purpose. 

The same spirit of delay is manifest in matters of religion. It were well 
if only in temporal things men suffered from indulging vain thoughts ; if 
the loss respected only knowledge, and reputation, and wealth, the evil 
would not be so alarming ; but it affects eterna! no less than temporal 
interests, and brings ruin in the next as well as in this world. 


It prevents some from a thorough investigation of the divine origin of — 


the Scriptures. 1f the Gospel be true, it is the most important overture 
ever presented to man. But many never examine it. They are aware of 
the absurdity of rejecting an unopened message, therefore they resolve to 
investigate the evidence at some future time. But the period of leisure and 
inquiry does not come—worldly objects engross the mind, and probation 
ends, while the great question is unanswered,—the great interest lost. 
These vain thoughts prove the ruin of multitudes who profess to receive 
the gospel as a revelation from God. They admire the wisdom and purity 
of its precepts ; they acknowledge the truth and holiness of its doctrines : 
they often tremble under the weight and fearfulness of its sanctions ; still 
they are conscious of a deficiency. They do not love, though they receive 
the truth. They do not devote themselves to the business of “ working out 
their salvation.’’ A flash of conviction sometimes breaks on the mind 
to discover the darkness that rests upon it, and to presage coming wrath ; 
they are disturbed for a moment, they resolve that soon they will forsake 
their idols and turn to the living God. They occasionally read the Scrip- 
tures, and so far regard the Sabbath as to be present ordinarily in the house 
of worship ; still they withhold their hearts from God. They respect divine 
institutions, but never “ strive to enter in at the strait gate.” And though 
the apprehension that they never shall be interested in the great salvation, 
at intervals rises in the mind, and for the time discloses earth’s vanity, they 
are not yet prepared in good earnest to seek the kingdom which endureth. 
Some unfinished scheme, or natural indolence, or a habit of procrastination, 
detains them in the gal! of bitterness and the bonds of iniquity. 

The realities of the next world. are not seen with sufficient clearness nor 
felt with sufficient pewer to break up inordinate attachments to this ; thus 
the season of probation wears away, the day of merciful visitation closes, 
the summer of life ends, and the soul is not saved. The last-sickness comes 
sooner, much sooner, than was anticipated. They thought thepreacher ex- 
travagant when he spoke of imminent danger and urged immediate re- 
pentance. Though reproved. by an awakened ~ conscience, - thev feared 
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the sneer of the scorner, more than the wrath of Heaven. Thus to 
keep peace with their companions, they provoked the Almighty: and 
thousands more, uninstructed by their fatal end, rush forward in the same 
course, and perish the same way. Delaying sinner, how long shall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee ? 

These vain thoughts have destroyed many anzious sinners. When the 
Spirit of truth has moved upon the conscience, awakening a sense of oblis” 
gation, reviving past sin, and pointing to the way of life, this same spirit 
of delay has deceitfully promised a more convenient scason. After the 
urgent business er positive engagement, for which an immediate compliance 
with the divine requisition was put aside, is disposed of; after the time 
fixed to attend to the weighty concerns of the soul, is gone by; some 
other excuse is offered, some other impediment arises, and conscience is 
again silenced by another deceitful promise. ‘Thus its sensibility is blunted 
and the blessed Comforter grieved; the harvest is past and the soul not saved. 

The peculiar danger of indulging vain thoughts in these circumstances 
arises from the relief that is given to the mind. No sooner is the reso- 
lution formed to attend to the subject hereafter, than the pressure is taken 
from the conscience. The Holy Spirit, convincing of sin, shows our 
present obligation, presses the duty of immediate submission, marshals the 
divine threatnings against all unrighteousness, and urges a speedy flight 
from the coming wrath. But by resolving to obey this warning at some 
future time, fearful apprehensions are quieted. We claim the credit of 
having done well, when we have only resolved to do ; we cry, peace, peace, 
when we have only shut our ears, without silencing the thunders. 

O, how many, once placed in the good providence of God in most 
favorable circumstances, visited by the Spirit, surrounded by anxious and 
praying friends, end blest with evangelical instruction, have: lost these 
precious seasons by indulging the vain thoughts of a better opportunity. 
The favorable period did not arrive—the disposition to seek God did not 
return—the persuasion of eternal things did not revive—they had quenched 
for ever the light of conviction—and the end of these things is death. 

If we can defer the business of salvation, when the conscience is awa- 
kened with a sense of guilt, the feelings excited with an apprehension of 
danger, and the heart softened by the appeals of mercy, shall we be dis- 
posed to attend to it, when the apprehension is gone, the excitement sus- 
pended, and the interest transferred to other objects? If, with a prosperous 
wind and spreading sails the mariner cannot reach the haven, will he gain 
itinacalm? O, how preposterous to desire a more convenient season, 
when you now possess every facility for gaining the haven ef eternal rest ! 
Are there any here who are solicitous to know the way of life, who have 
any impression of their sinfulness ’—beware of this spirit of procrasti- 
nation. Ifyou cannot now embrace the gospel, you never can. “ Now is 
the accepted time.” 

These vein thoughts often injure those who hope they have been renewed 
in the spirit of their minds, by preventing their union with the visible 
church. Many, after all the knowledge which spiritual conflicts and 
spiritual teaching have given them of the deceitfulness of sin and the de- 
pravitv of the heart, after having been delivered. as they hope, from the 
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condemnation of the law and translated into the kingdom of God’s dear 
Son, still neglect to assume the responsibility of a public profession. They 
build their hopes of heaven upon Christ, and yet refuse to honor him. 
The duty ef believers professing Christ before men, is strongly urged in 
the gospel. But a stand so open and decided is by some delayed. Under 
pretence of obtaining better evidence, or from a fear gravely expressed of 
‘bringing reproach upon religion, one of its most solemn and imperative 
duties is neglected. ‘The importance and the urgency of it are less and 
less felt. ‘The return of a communion season, the sightof the sacramental 
table, the example of others, revives the impression—another purpose is 
formed, but it has not sufficient strength to triumphrover the obstacles ; it 
respects the future, and only sooths the conscience of the delinquent. 
Meantime cares and business engross the mind—months and years roll 
away—the duty that was deferred, ceases to be regarded as a duty. The 
sad and melancholy result is, that what began in scruples and fears, with 
occasional purposes of amendment, ends in confirmed and sullen neglect. 
Are there any here who have cherished the hope of acceptance with God, 
but have not acknowledged him before men ?—is there not reason to fear 
that a hope which cannot induce you to come out from the world, wil} 
perish when God takes away the soul? If, with all the impression made 
by the affecting scenes through which you were led, you can live in the 
omission of a plain positive duty, why indulge the vain thought that your 
purpose of obedience will gain strength? It will become more feeble, 
while the obstacles will become more serious and formidable. Once indulge 
these vain thoughts in your heart, and you will be in bondage all your days. 
These vain thoughts, these ineffectual purposes lodge in the hearts of 
Christians also. We mention two unhappy effects: They prevent the 
growth of personal religion; and they retard the work of benevolence. 
It is the privilege and the duty of the disciples of Christ to make progress 
in the divine life. The transition of a soul from darkness to light, from 
the bondage of sin to the liberty of Christ, from the condemnation of 
death to justification of life, often, from the suddenness of the change 
and the novelty of the views, gives an unwonted spring to the mind: 
the pleasantness of the impression naturally induces the hope that the 
bright morning will never be overcast with clouds, that the relish will not 
soon be lost—but the melancholy truth cannot be concealed, that the 
power of indwelling sin was not entirely broken, that the old man was 
weakened but not subdued, that the enemy was stunned but not conquered. 
The believer is made proprietor of the promised land, but the Canaanite 
remains in it to be a thorn and a snare. A little experience will teach the 
Christian that the apostle’s account of his conflicts and struggles with an 
evil heart of unbelief was not peculiar to himself; he also will find a law 
in his members “ warring against the law of his mind.” He will not be satis- 
fied with his attainments. Often, grieved at the deadness of his heart, the 
languor of his zeal, the unfruitfulness of his life, he resolves to rise up to 
greater spirituality, to give himself more constantly to prayer, to meditation 
and to laborious duty. In his retirement he looks upon the world as it is, a 
dangerous enemy to spiritual religion, a source of powerful temptation, a 
wilderness where enemies and trials are to be eneountered : But weeks and 
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months pass away, and the work of sanctification appears to be stationary. 
None of his expectations are realized, none of his purposes are accom- 
plished ; instead of a series of victories over the world and the flesh, there 
has been little else than a succession of disappointments. Often does he 
exclaim with Paul, O, wretched man that Iam! He does not live as he 
hoped—as he determined to do. Instead of getting and maintaining the 
ascendancy over the world, he is the creature of circumstances ; he is too 
late, too indolent, too remiss, too pliant—he is not what he ought to be. 
Instead of making a covenant with his eyes, and setting a watch upon 
his heart, he is affected by every temptation and every assault. He 
has little enjoyment, where he expected nothing but happiness ; instead 
of soaring with the eagle, he creeps upon the earth ; he is perpetually dis- 
satisfied with himself, and yet never reforms. Sometimes a solemn provi- 
dence crowds eternity on his mind, darkens earth’s splendors, and deepens 
the impression of divine realities; then he resolves to live no longer to 
himself, but to Him who died for him: and hopes he shall never again 
sink into stupidity and neglect. Alas! like Samson shorn of his locks, 
he wist not that the Lord had departed from him. His reform was only 
in his purpose. ‘Thus years roll away, and instead of reaching the stature 
of a perfect man in Christ Jesus, he is the least of all saints; instead of 
the full assurance of hope, he is filled with doubts as to the reality of his 
spiritual birth. He walks in darkness, though light is sown for the right- 
eous. These melancholy results are to be traced immediately to the vain 
thoughts that lodge within us. How long shall we continue to indulge them ? 

The same spirit of delay retards the Christian’s efforts in the work of 
benevolence. The Bible explicitly teaches hiin that he is not his own, 
that he is not to live to himself, but to Him who loved him and died for his 
redemption, that he enjoys his privileges and possesses his treasures as well 
for the benefit of others, especially the household of faith, as for his own 
happiness. And the Spirit of Christ which dwells in him, prompts to the 
same enlarged and expansive course. When therefore the duty of caring 
for the souls of others is urged, when the various plans of Christian 
charity are proposed, he feels the kindlings of benevolence, and resolves to 
engage in the good work with zeal. But some pressing business requires 
immediate attention, or some emergency demands all his present means— 
and the opportunity is suffered to pass unimproved. He knows that if 
local churches are to be built up, or if the kingdom of Christ is to be ex- 
tended, it is by great personal exertion and sacrifice, by generous and 
continued donations: but when the call is made, he finds himself reluctant, 
and dares to wait for a more convenient season. He would be sorry to 
see the cause suffer, and hopes that every benevolent effort will be sus- 
tained ; and, perhaps with sincerity, regrets his supposed inability—while,. 
in truth, the real difficulty is in the disposition ; for he can command the 
time and the resources necessary for any purpose of self-advancement. 

He has never done much for the extension of Zion, but he has always 
intended to do ; he has watched the progress of events with interest, and 
rejoices in the prosperity of the Church—but never as yet has been able to 
give substantial evidence that he loves Christ more than houses or lands 
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0, how many deceive themselves by saying, “ Be ye warmed and filled, not- 
withstanding they give not those things which are needful.” 

Another illustration of the prevalence of this fatal spirit of delay is 
found in the neglect of all men to prepare for death.—The grave is the 
house appointed for all living ; and the startling summons is sent in an 
hour we think not. ‘The youth is liable to be cut down. in the freshness of 
his hopes, the anxious mother even while troubled about many things, and 
the man of business in the midst of his labor. Preparation is necessary 
to meet God in peace. ‘The sinner must renounce his idols, repent of his 
sins, and believe in Jesus Christ ; the Christian must set his house in order, 
cleanse his heart, and watch unto prayer. But the work is deferred. The 
season of youth is spent in vanity,the vigor of life is devoted to the world, 
old age with its impaired memory and inveterate habits advances. A sud- 
den death, an alarming visitation, in unequivocal language seems to say, Be 
ye also ready ; some serious thoughts pass through the mind, some resolu- 
tions are formed, but time and business wear out the impression, and no 
preparation is made. 

Even the Christian, melancholy truth, defers the work a little longer. 
He would turn pale at the summons now ;—his evidence is obscured, his 
hope wavering, his temper worldly ; he has little enjoyment, his heart is 
cold, he has left his first love ; he is conscious his Divine Master has much 
against him; he could not meet his Lord ; still he cries, “ A little more 
sleep.” His lamp is not trimmed, nor does he examine his vessel to see if 
it be filled with oil. O, man, how long shall thy vain thoughts lodge 
within thee ? 

Again we remark, these vain thoughts, these feeble inefficient resolu- 
tions lodge in the hearts of Christ’s ministers.—There is no profession that 
requires more energy and decision of character, more perseverance ari 
fixedness of purpose, than that of the ministry. The most important du- 
ties are to be performed, the most serious obstacles to be overcome. (i: 
no class of men do vain thoughts produce more disastrous eflects. 

Every conscientious and enlightened minister of the gospel feels, when 

lhe is invested with the awful functions of the sacred office, that he is defi- 
cient. When like Paul he kneels at the feet of his Master to receive his 
commission, he is ready to ask, “ Whois sufficient for these things.” He 
resolves to give himself to study, to prayer, to duty. He sets his standard 
high. But too often it is the case, that year after year steals away, and he 
is yet in the vale. ‘The eininence is not reached. The habits of regularity and 
order established by his preparatory course are relaxed. His mind, instead of 
being stored with the thoughts of the great men of other days, is dissipated. 
Ile is losing the power of close investigation. The habit of reasoning is 
exchanged for desultory remark ; his studies, the result of necessity, are 
performed at distant intervals, and in a harried manner, utterly unbecom- 
ing a teacher of righteousness. 

While he thus suffers vain thoughts to lodge within him, he will exhibit, 
year after year, “ the same unvarying complexion of intelleetual character, 
without any perceptible progress in comprehension of mind, power of 
thought, or extent of knowledge ;” his resources will be soon exhausted, 
“ his sermons, instead of presenting things new and old, reiterate idefr 
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perfectly familiar, in forms of expression which may be almost anticipated.” 
Meantime, indolence on the part of the minister induces torpor on the part 
of the hearers : so that pastor and people either sink down into ruinous 
indifference, or a growing dissatisfaction ends in his removal. 

Of all men, therefore, an ambassador of Christ should be most free from 
vain thoughts: his mind should be disciplined to regular as well as 
vigorous exertion. Nota day, not an hour should be lost— but each should 
have its appointed and appropriate duty. 

We have time only to allude to one other topic—-the effect of a procras- 
tinating spirit upon great Christian enterprises, and revivals of religion. 
In the accomplishment of objects connected with voluntary efforts every 
thing depends upon favorable opportunities. ‘ There is a tide in the 
afiairs of men, which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.”’ All the 
benevolent institutions that have prospered, have been taken hold of with 
energy and managed with promptitude; and a few leading spirits have 
done it. In many instances much disappointment has been occasioned by 
the indolence and dilatory movements of those to whom were intrusted im- 
portant interests. The man who is always resolving, and forming brilliant 
schemes, and does nothing, is a scrious hindrance to the work of the Lord. 

The effect of these inefficient purposes is not less melancholy in pre- 
venting revivals of religion. ‘These outpourings of the Spirit are bestowed 
in a sovereign manner; still prayer and effort are indispensably con- 
nected with them. It is not unfrequently true that the most favorable 
appearances invite the pastor and church to engage with fresh vigor 
in the grateful work of leading sinners to Christ—The fields are white to 
the harvest— but week after week passes, and nothing is effectually done ; 
family visitation is not commenced—direct and faithful dealing with sin- 
ners is deferred ; the church is suffered to slumber : the goodness that was 
visible vanishes like the morning cloud, and a season of greater drought 
succeeds. Looking at the mourning ways of Zion, her deserted feasts, 
her darkness and desolation ; and connecting with these, the inefficiency 
and vain thoughts of her professed friends, we might ask, with great earnest- 
ness, How long shall we continue to slumber ? 

Who can calculate the infinite mischief of this spiritof delay? But for 
this, great plans of usefulness to the world had long since been accomplished, 
and many schemes, projected to enlighten and bless mankind, had been 
finished. Many who have been endowed with high intellectual powers, 
neglecting to seize the present moment, have died without benefitting their 
species, and thus gone with but a miserable account to their Judge. 

Vhis subject addresses itself in most impressive language to the impeni- 
tent, especially the youth. Most gladly would I awake such before the 
clouds gather into a storm, and they are engulfed in eternal ruin. How 
long wilt thou sleep,O sinner ?—Come now and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord. Let me ask that part of this assembly who are in the gall of 
bitterness, to canvass with me this all-important subject. Can you reason- 
ably suppose that the happiness of heaven would be a suitable reward for 
your present course of living ? Can you hope to receive a crown without 
the semblance of a conflict? Is enmity to God a spirit that will be allayed 
by a charm ; or subdued by a dying prayer? No ; sin isin our nature; if 
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strengthens as we become impotent ; it fastens upon the seat of life, and 
obtains a lodgment in the very fountain of desire—it waxes strong by 
stripping us of our power, by enfeebling our reason, by perverting our will, 
by souring our temper, by seducing our passions ; every day the under- 
standing becomes more dark through the deceitfulness of sin, the spirit 
more impatient, the appetites more impetuous. Every hour of delay, 
therefore, reduces us to more hopeless servitude. 

Nor is this all ; the day of salvation hastens toaclose. Life is a vapor. 
The shadows of death are impending. Sinner, can you fold your hands, and 
say, “I pray thee, have me excused” —* gothy way for thistime?’ Ah, 
while you delay, God is frowning upon you, sin is binding you in triple 
bonds—hell is enlarging herself and moving to receive you. This very 
night thy soul may be required of thee. ‘“ How long then shall vain 
thoughts lodge within thee ?” 

This subject should cause deep humiliation in Christians. After all the 
illumination of grace, all the teaching of the Spirit, all the sacredness 
of vows, and all the expectations raised by covenant engagements, how in- 
excusable our low attainments in personal holiness, our irregular and fee- 
ble efforts in the cause of benevolence, our unpreparedness for the coming 
of our Lord. And can we still sleep, when so much is to be done, when the 
day is far spent, and eternity is near? Rather let us who are of the day 
watch and be sober, putting on the breast-plate of faith and love ; and for 
an helmet the hope of salvation. 

This subject should bear on the hearts of Christ’s ministers with thrilling 
interest and mighty power. No men sustain so great a responsibility— 
none are required to aim so high. Every day they are exerting an influ- 
ence which reaches to eternity. Their language, therefore, should be, 
This one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. Their high calling is. most 
intimately connected with all the great interests of man, and the honor 
of the Redeemer. Their standard of mental furniture should of course be 
elevated—and their tone of moral and religious feeling lofty and decided- 

As the influence of habit is almost irresistible, we ought, as we value 
our character, as we value the cause of truth, and the approbation of God, 
we ought to establish correct principles of action, and thus fortify our 
minds against a depraved nature, the seductions of a vain’ world, 
and a host of counteracting causes. All men are naturally indolent ; this 
tendency should be resisted, as we would resist a sworn enemy. If vain 
thoughts are suffered to lodge within us, they will induce a morbid state of 
feeling fatal to improvement, fatal to success, and most ruinous to the 
church of God. How then shall we be rid of them? I answer, they are to be 
expelled by the strictest economy of time. It is by taking small liberties 
at first, that principle is prostrated and destroyed. If we spend a few 
moments to-day unprofitably, without compunction, we can waste more to- 
morrow without regret. Time is more than money ; for money, if lost, 
ean be recovered, but time once lost is gone for ever. If parsimony then be 
allowed any where, it is in the saving of time. ‘The man who is prodigal 
of this, who is not careful to fill up every moment, to keep himself usefully 
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employed, will never be free from vain thoughts. We ought, therefore, 
each day, each hour, to hear God speaking, “ Time is short, whatsoever thy 
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 

Finally, vain thoughts are to be expelled by studying the best examples 
of piety, perseverance, and efficiency. First of all, the life of our blessed 
Savior is a perfect model. What time did he consume in indolence ? what 
in splendid projects or visionary plans? Every moment was well occupied. 
Even when strongly urged to rest, he said he must be about his Father’s 
business. The apostle Paul in this respect imitated his Master. What in- 
credible zeal, what untiring perseverance, what determined resolution, 
what holy fervor! Even anticip-ted suffering, imprisonment, and death 
did not move him or damp his ardor. Some of the holy fathers, also, ex- 
hibited a holy decision of character, an exemplary method of living, which 
enabled them to accomplish wonders. The lives of Cyprian, of Augus- 
tine, of Luther, of Elliott, of Cotton Mather, of Brainerd, of Wesley, of 
Scott, of Martyn, while they pour shame on our indolence and inefficiency, 
inspire the loftiest spirit, the most ardent devotedness, the most unshrink- 
ing fortitude, and show at once the practicability and the importance of 
living wholly to God. 


* These suns are set, 
O when shall others such arise?” 


SERMON LXXVIII. 


By MARK TUCKER, A.M. 


MAN HUMBLED AND GOD HONORED. : 
1 Cor. iv. 7.—Who maketh thee to differ from another ? 


Noruine can be more foreign to the spirit of the gospel than pride, or 
inordinate self-esteem. Being in ourselves utterly destitute and unworthy, 
whatever gifts or moral excellence we possess, the glory is due to God. In 
proportion to our elevation should be our gratitude and humility. The 
conduct of those teachers in the Corinthian church, therefore, who placed 
themselves at the head of a party, and of those Christians who supported 
them, was deeply censurable. ‘To expose the baseness of this self-seeking 
spirit, the apostle adverts to his own feelings and conduct. But with me 
it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judg- 
ment; yea, I judge not mine own self; for 1 know nothing by myself; 
yet am I not hereby justified; but he that judgeth me is the Lord. And 
these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and to 
Apollos for your sakes ; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above 
that which is written ; that no one of you be puffed up for one against an- 
other. For who maketh thee to differ ? 

For highly-gifted individuals to display themselves, is to evince the basest 
ingratitude, as well as a most criminal neglect of the best interests of the 
church. Whatever gifts any one possesses, they were bestowed, and for 
the good of the whole. The question of the text, proposed to humble the 
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pride and correct the vanity of the Corinthians, may be put, at the present 
day, to promote the humility and excite the gratitude of Christians. Who 
maketh thee to differ from another? The question will apply with as much 
propriety to Christians as to public teachers, The text suggests two 
points of discussion——the reality and the author of the difference between 
the righteous and impenitent sinners. 

I. There is a difference between the righteous and the wicked. 

It is an offensive fact, and in every age attempts have been made to 
annibilate the distinction ; or if it is acknowledged, it is made to consist 
in forms and mere circumstantials which affect not moral character. 
But there is a broad and radical difference. It is important to ascertain in 
what respects. Not in original character. There is no foundation for it 
in nature. The apostle expressly says, there is no difference by nature, 

for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. 1n another place, 
speaking to the Ephesian Christians, he says, We were by nature children of 
wrath even as others. And many of the most amiable are left in the gall 
of bitterness, while publicans and harlots enter the kingdom of heaven. 

Not innatural faculties. If those only who were highly gifted, were called 
of God, they might seem to have whereof to glory ; but not many mighty or 
noble are called. God often chooses the weak things of the world to con- 
found the mighty. Natural gifts therefore are not the ground of difference. 

Not in outward privileges. Both have the gospel, the Sabbath, the min- 
istry of the word, and all the appointed means of grace. Both are called, 
the invitations of the gospel and the chastenings of Providence are alike 
addressed to each. But there is an essential difference, 

1. In their present state. ‘The Christian is justified ; the sinner is not. 
His sins are remitted, he is accepted in the Beloved. This distinction is 
made in unequivocal terms by Him who cannot err ; who will judge all men. 
He that beliéveth on him (the Son) is not condemned ; i. e. is pardoned and 
received to favor ; but he that believeth not is condemned already. Again: 
He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not sec life ; but the wrath of God abideth on him. Though 
many regard this as a slight difference, the time is coming when it will 
appear wide as the gulf between heaven and hell. In entering a court 
of justice there might not appear, to a superficial observer, any difference 
between two individuals standing together in the crowd ; but when it is 
found that one is under sentence of death for a capital crime and isin the 
hands of the law, while the other enjoys all the immunities of citizenship, 
we feel at once that there is an essentia) difference in their condition. 
When referred to the righteous and the wicked, it is as great as the love or 
displeasure of God. ‘They who are justified are at peace with their Maker, 
while he is angry with the wicked every day. 

The one class are adopted into the family of God ; the other not. Be- 
hold whut manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us that we should 
be called the sons of God. ‘They are treated as children, put under a salu- 
tary discipline, made heirs of an eternal inheritance. That this is not a 
mere nominal, unimportant distinction, is evident from the joy excited in 
heaven, when it is announced, there is an heir of glory born. They are 
also called children of light and children of darkness. 
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The Christian is said to be in Christ ; the sinner is not. If any man be in 
Christ Jesus, he is a new creature. The believer is chosen in Christ 
and is regarded in Christ, and will be saved in him. This strong expres- 
sion denotes an entire change of state. There are other terms equally 
expressive. The Christian is brought out of darkness into marvellous 
light—out of a state of nature into the kingdom of God’s dear Son :— 
He is risen with Christ. If one alive and active is in a different state from 
one locked in the grave, then there is a radical difference between the 
state of the righteous and the wicked. This will not be fully understood 
and felt til] their eterna] destinies are fixed. 

2. There is an essential difference in character. Philosophers 
have doubted whether any such difference existed; they say that 
the distinction between good and evil, as applied to character only, 
denotes different grades or degrees of the same general nature ; that 
one man may be better than .another, but has no class of feelings 
essentially different. ‘This may look plausible in theory, but is not 
true in fact. The express declarations of Scripture and the experience of 
Christians are both opposed to it. All those passages whjch describe a 
moral renovation, are too strong to denote merely circumstantial difference, 
or degrees of the same character. If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature, or a new creation, old things have passed away, behold all 
thinge are become new. Again: That ye put off, concerning the former con- 
versation, the old man, which is corrupt, according the deceitful lusts ; and be 
renewed in the spirit of your mind ; and that ye put on the new man, which 
after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 1 see not how 
terms could be more expressive of a deep and thorough change of moral 
nature. The spirit of the mind means the habitual reigning disposition. 
This in a Christian is radically different from his former feelings—and from 
the feelings of the impenitent. The Christian loves God, the unrenewed 
inan does not. This love is not a feeling of gratitude for favors received, 
or arising from a selfish expectation of future happiness, but a compla- 
cency in moral excellence, a supreme regard for the holiness and perfec- 
tion of Jehovah. Its language is, Whom have I in heaven but God, and 
thereis none on earth I desire beside him. Instead of such a desire towards 
God, the natural man does not love to retain God in his thoughts. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, is not subject to his law, neither indeed 
can be. . The best evidence of feeling is conduct. Accordingly, the Chris- 
tian loves to pray, to meditate in retirement, to read the Bible, and speak 
of the things of God ; he loves the Sabbath, as it gives him an opportunity 
to retire from a world that embarrasses and disturbs him, to commune with 
God, the object of his supreme affection. He loves the courts of the 
Lord’s house, because there his mind is brought in contact with divine 
things, in which are all his delight. But th. unconverted man cannot pray ; 
it brings him too near to God, whose holiness offends and whose power 
alarms him ; he bas no hours for meditation and reading the sacred Scrip- 
tures, because he bas no relish for them. When he enters the sanctuary, 
it is not to behold the glory of God, or to become acquainted with himself, 
but to relieve the tediousness of unoccupied time, or gratify a vain curiosity. 

Moral character is determined by preferences and aversions. The 





348 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. [ Marchi, 


Christian approves of the divine law, he justifies its claims and its sanc- 
tions. The sinner finds fault with it ; its requirements are too broad, its 
penalty too severe. The Christian hates sin ; he regards it as the greatest 
evil, not more because it exposes to punishment, than because it pollutes 
and unfits for heaven. The sinner rolls it as a sweet morsel under his 
tongue. Neither the retribution that here follows its commission, nor the 
terrible denunciations to be executed uponit in the next world, prevent in- 
dulgence. For all this the sinner transgresses still. 

The Christian exercises godly sorrow, and faith in Jesus Christ ; while 
he is broken and contrite in spirit, he is strong in the Lord. He has un- 
limited confidence in the divine declarations, and commits his soul to the Re- 
deemer. Nor is the difference less marked and broad here. The sinner, 
if he grieve at all, is grieved, not that he has dishonored God or broken his 
Jaw, but that he is exposed to divine wrath. Nor is he willing to make one 
sacrifice, or forego one pleasure for the sake of Christ. Thus we see, in 
view of all those spiritual objects which are a touchstone of moral feel- 
ing, there is a distinction as plain as between light and darkness. 

3. Also in their actual conduct. Those who are interested in throw- 
ing a shade over the lines of distinction, deny this too. They say, Chris- 
tians live like the world; are as fond of display, as much attached to 
wealth, as eager for enjoyment, and as easily warped by prejudice, or led 
away by temptation, as other men. We have no disposition to palliate 
guilt, or to deny facts. It is doubtless true, that many have a name only to 
live, that Christians often bring a reproach on religion, that there is too 
much worldliness in the Church ; but it is not true that real Christians live 
like the world. ‘There is a difference in their outward conduct: certainly 
in the performance of religious duties. The Christian believes there is a 
God, and that he is bound to serve him. Follow him through the Sabbath, 
through the week ; how does he live? (Give his history fora week.) Is 
there no difference? ‘There is a strictness and integrity in his intercourse 
with his fellow-men, which arises from a conviction of his responsibility. 
He is conscientious when he is not under the eye of man ; he remembers 
that the eye which never slumbers nor sleeps watches him. There is also 
an essential difference in their principles of conduct. The motive decides 
the moral character of actions. Indeed, the motive is an essential part of 
the action. They who are supremely devoted to the world, whose portion 
lies below, cannot act from any higher motive than temporal interest: Self- 
aggrandizement is the controlling principle. The question, “ how will 
this affect my interest ?”’ decides the course to be pursued. The form of 
the action may be correct, while the principle isdeficient. One may feed the 
hungry, and clothe the naked, or contribute to charitable objects, and still 
be entirely under the influence of selfishness. A holy motive is essential 
to the performance of a holy act. The most imposing duties lose their 
value, when it is discovered that they were performed from a spirit of self- 
righteousness. Now the Christian is constrained by the love of Christ ; he 
aims at the glory of God. He keeps his heart with all diligence ; for out 
of it are the issues of life. But the impenitent sinner never performs a 
good action from right motives. The stream cannot rise higher than its 
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fountain ; a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruit ; good thoughts can- 
not proceed out of the evil treasures of an unrenewed heart. Without 
faith, a new nature, it is impossible to please God. Actions apparently simi- 
lar may be performed by the righteous and the wicked, but in the sight of 
God they are as dissimilar as the opposite kingdoms of light and darkness. 
There is an essential difference in all these respects, which will lay the 
foundation of an eternal separation. We might mention, also, a difference 
in the sources of joy and sorrow, the influence exerted, and in other things ; 
but the points already presented sufficiently establish the reality and radical 
nature of the difference between the righteous and the wicked. 

II. The text not only assumes the fact of a difference, but suggests the 
inquiry, To what is it to be referred ?—Who maketh thee to differ from 
another? An inquiry of vital importance in investigating the character of 
the Christian’s hope. 

Is the moral distinction betw@8n men to be referred to the cultivation of 
a common principle of grace in the heart? This is affirmed by many. 
Some texts of Scripture are quoted in proof. 1 Cor. xi. 7. But the 
manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. This, it 
is said, justifies the inference that every man has the Spirit of grace for the 
purpose of profiting in religion—~or that the dispensation of the Spirit is 
given to all. ‘The meaning of the apostle is easily ascertained from the 
context. He is speaking of gifts and the object for which they were con- 
ferred. A full enumeration of these gifts is found in the verses imme- 
diately following this. ‘These were bestowed for the benefit of the whole 
body of the Church, and not to create distinctions, or flatter vanity.-- The 
diversities of operations, and manifestation of the Spirit, refer, without 
doubt, to these gifts, and not to what is termed ordinary grace.—The word 
manifestation means evidence ; the gifts were a proof of the operation or 
power of the Spirit.—These were given to promote usefulness.—This is 
more distinctly taught in the 14th Chap. of this Epist. v. 3, That the Church 
may receive edifying. v.12. Even so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of 
spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the Church. So 
that this text has no direct reference to common or special grace. 

Another text quoted is John, i. 9. That was the true light which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world. This, it is said, teachés that all 
men have the light if they are willing to improve it. It is doubtless true 
that all men have light enough to condemn them, if they reject the gospel. 
But the Evangelist is speaking of Christ as the true light, the Sun of right- 
eousness.— The truths of his gospel are rays emanating from that Sun. It 
is also said, that the accountableness of man supposes the existence of a 
principle of common grace, which, by cultivation, may lead to newness of life. 
But does the possession of a principle of common grace constitute man a 
free agent? By free agency is meant the power of choice or aversion 
without constraint. By moral agency is meant a basis of character sus- 
ceptible of obligation. If a principle of common grace is this basis, then 
fallen spirits are not moral agents ; then the moment a sinner sinks to per- 
dition he ceases to be one, of course cannot be a proper subject of punish- 
ment. The possession of a rational soul, with sufficient light, and net 
grace, constitutes accountability. “ A depraved disposition does not destroy 
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or weaken the basis of moral obligation, nor does a holy heart go in to 
constitute or complete it. If it did, a holy disposition would be that in 
the creature on which rests the obligation to be holy ; and where the dis- 
position is wanting, there could be no obligation, of course no sin.”” “ Men 
have the same natural powers to love Christ, as to hate him ; to believe 
as to dishelieve ; and this it is which constitutes their accountableness.”’ 

Do men possess by nature a seed of grace, which, with proper cultiva- 
tion will ripen into holiness ; and does the spirit ef Christ in conversion do 
nothing more than co-operate with this latent principle? If so, then there 
is no new creation in the work of conversion ; if so, all men would cer- 
tainly renew their own hearts, or obtain the co-operation of the Spirit, 
when threatened with death ; but then, too late, they find themselves pos- 
sessed of no such disposition. But what is the testimony of Scrip- 
ture as to the existence of any such principle in the natural heart. Rom. 
iii. 9.19. Gen. vi. 5. Every imagi , only evil. Gal. iii. 22. The 

hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 

Christ might be given to them that believe. That which is born of the flesh is 
flesh ; nor can it be made to possess a single spiritual and holy attribute. 

The question returns, to what is the difference between the righteous and 
the wicked to be referred? ‘To any inherent efficacy in the means of 
grace? No; if the means possessed any converting power, then all who 
enjoy them would be converted. But this is not the fact. To some they 
prove a savor of death unto death, to others of life unto life. The gospel, 
the most powerful instrument, often fails.—The word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. ‘The means of 
grace are of great importance to impart light to the understanding and con- 
science, to produce conviction, to induce good habits, and restrain from 
evil, but they possess no inherent efficacy to change the heart. 

That power is exerted by the Spirit of God alone. Let me refer you to 
che proper source of evidence—the Scriptures of truth. Both gifts and 
grace are ascribed to the same Author. 1 Cor. xii. 4. 6. Now there are 
diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are differences of ad- 
ministrations, but the same Lord. And there are diversities of operations, 
but it is the same God which worketh all in all. xv. 10. Says Paul, By the 
grace of God Iamwhat Iam. Here is no intimation of a principle resident 
in his heart which had been cultivated. Rom. ix. 16. So it is.not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that showeth mercy. 
Here the power is denied to man and ascribed to God. Eph. i. 9. That 
ye may know what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us ward who 
believe, according to the effectual working of his power. ii. 3--5. Among 
whom also we all had our conversation in times past, in the lusts of our flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath even as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, for his 
great lone wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ,—by grace ye are saved. In 
these verses the natural character of man is drawn in unequivocal lines; 
children of wrath, dead in sins. If these terms do not express utter desti- 
tution of holiness, there is no power in language. The Author of a 
saving change is also given with equal explicitness and strength of Jan 
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guage. 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14. But we are bound to give thanks always to 
God for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the be- 
ginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth, whereunto he called you by our gospel to the obtaining of . 
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Tim. i. 1%,13,14. I thank Christ 
Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, 
putting me into the ministry; who was before a blasphemer anda perse- 
cutor and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in 
unbelief. And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith 
and love which is in Christ Jesus. ‘The apostle has here given us his own 
views in regard to himself; and to what source his conversion was to be 
referred. Tit. iii. 5, 6. Not by works of righteousness, which we have 
done, but according to his mercy, he saved us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost ; which he shed on us abundantly, 
through Jesus Christ our Sa John i. 12,13. But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were born not of blood, nor of the will of 
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. Here the power of faith and 
the privilege of adoption are ascribed to God, while every other source 
of influence is declared to be inadequate. Zech. iv.6. Not by might nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts. 

Such is the unequivocal and strong language of the Bible on this great 
point of Christian doctrine. Were further proof necessary, we might 
appeal to the experience of Christians. Were we to inquire of all who 
are taught of God, who give evidence of a broken and contrite spirit, 
whether they first sought the Lord, and of themselves returned to him, 
with united voice they would answer, ‘ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give glory. If we had been left to ourselves, we had now 
been wanderers from the fuld of Christ; the world had still been our 
portion and object of pursuit. To grace, rich grace we owe our recovery 
and deliverance.”” The prayers of Christians are in unison with this lan- 
guage. ‘The same Spirit which indited the testimony we have cited, which 
awakened, enlightened, and subdued the believer, and led him to Jesus, 
teaches him to pray—and in every prayer he acknowledges God as the sole 
Author of spiritual life. When, therefore, the question in the text is pro- 
posed, the Christian, with swimming eyes and grateful heart exclaims, 
* Who am I, or what is my father’s house, that I should find favor of the 
Lord ?”’ “ Not for our duties or deserts, did we this grace receive.” 

‘This is eminently a practical subject, and should be thus improved. 

1. We see, that the law of faith excludes all boasting. It is the very 
design of the gospel to stain the pride of human nature and nail it to the 
cross. Man is exceedingly prone to glory in himself. The wise man 
glories in his wisdom, the mighty man in his might, and the rich man in his 
riches ; but itis not only evidence of weakness and depravity, but contrary 
to the spirit and commands of the gospel. Boasting is wholly excluded 
from the plan of salvation through Christ. To him that worketh, or hopes 
to be saved by his deeds, is the reward not reckoned of grace but of debt ; 
But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, 
his faith is counted for righteousness. Since all have sinned and come short 
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of the glory of God, those who are saved are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. God claims, and should 
receive, all the glory of our salvation. Every part of the plan of sove- 
reign grace is designedly so arranged by the great Author of it, that no 


* flesh should glory in his presence. God was angry with Herod for not 


giving him the glory of his eloquence, and smote him that he died ; how 
much more will he be offended, if we take to ourselves the glory of our 
conversion, if we rob him of the honor of his precious grace by which 
we become partakers of the divine nature. If God is jealous of the glory 
of a natural gift, will he not frown upon an attempt to deprive him of the 
glory of so high an endowment as saving grace’? The true spirit of the 
gospel will lead us to adopt the language of the apostle, God forbid that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

2. What infinite cause of gratitude hag every Christian! Why was he 
made to differ from another? Because ins were less aggravated, or his 
heart lessdepraved? Neither ofthese. Even so, Father, for so it seemeth 
good in thy sight, is the only answer that can be given. We need not speak 
of the heathen, sitting in darkness, perishing in deepest wretchedness, to 
excite our gratitude—whichever way we turn, we behold multitudes living 
without God, neglecting the great salvation, spiritually blind and destitute. 
Who hath made us to differ? Are we by nature better than they ?~ No, in 
nowise. If our eyes have been opened, if we have been convinced of sin, if 
our feet have been turned to God’s testimonies, it is all owing to sovereign 
grace. What return shall we make for such infinite condescension and 
mercy? Can we withhold ourselves or any thing we possess from Him, 
who loved us with an everlasting love? What have we that we did not 
receive? Shall we not, then, dedicate ourselves anew, a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable unto God, which is our reasonable service? 

3. This subject illustrates the sinner’s entire dependence on God for sal- 
vation. If he is ever made to differ from the poor outcast who offends with 
a high hand and perishes in his sins, God must cause the difference ; if he 
ever becomes willing to renounce his evil ways and embrace the gospel, it 
will be in the day of God’s power—if he ever turns to the Lord, it is God 
that will turn him. He is so depraved, his heart is so fully set in him to do 
evil, that he will never repent, or come to Christ, till drawn by sovereign 
grace. There is nothing, however, between him and salvation but his own 
wickedness. His love to sin is so great, that neither the terrors of hell nor 
the joys of heaven can induce him to renounce it. He will not come to 
Christ that he may have life. While he promises future amendment, and 
dreams of a more favorable opportunity, the great adversary is enthroned 
in his heart, conscience is losing its tenderness, and deeper darkness 
settling upon his prospects; he becomes more presumptuous ; cries peace 
and safety, while destruction is bursting upon him.—He is the slave of sin, 
led captive by Satan : there is no hope of such an one but in sovereign mercy: 
you cannot move him : if God interpose not, he is dead. And O, who can 


tell, if he shall ever be touched by that Power who “quickeneth whom he 
will?” 
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